[A case of vasculitis syndrome associated with bronchiolitis obliterans organizing pneumonia (BOOP)].
In 1996 36-year-old man was admitted into our hospital because of polyarthralgia, skin eruptions followed by multiple cutaneous ulcers, dry cough and elevation of C-reactive protein level. The finding of skin biopsy from left elbow was vasculitis. Chest CT showed linear interstitial shadow at bilateral dorsalis lungs. Transbronchial lung biopsy (TBLB) revealed marked infiltration of inflammatory cells in the bronchial walls and peripheral alveoli. In addition, eosinophils were not in branchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid. Moreover, video-assisted thoracic surgery (VATS) revealed organizing fibroblastic polyp and bronchiolitis obliterans at terminal bronchiole. We diagnosed his pneumonia as bronchiolitis obliterans organizing pneumonia (BOOP). Administration of oral prednisolone (40 mg/day) was begun and he experienced diminished BOOP and other clinical manifestations. Three years later he developed dry cough, dyspnea and digital ulcers again. Arterial blood gas analysis revealed marked hypoxemia and laboratory studies showed LDH (377 IU/ml) and CRP (8.27 mg/dl) levels were elevated. Chest CT pointed out an exacerbation of BOOP. Treatment with intravenous pulses methylprednisolone and oral prednisolone (60 mg/day) resulted in marked improvement of the clinical manifestations. We describe a rare case of vasculitis associated with BOOP.